
1 

 

KY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Proposed Projects Involving the General Fund (cash or bonds) 

(amounts in bold are the total budget) 

 

2018-2020 

(Projects listed by agency priority; descriptions are from the agency submission) 

 

1 Construct Bowling Green Veterans Center  $30,000,000  

 Construct a 90-bed (approximately 140,000-square-foot) veterans’ nursing home in Bowling Green 

using the community living concept.  An 18-20-acre building site at the Kentucky Intermodal Transpark 

will accommodate the new facility.  The proposed project will primarily serve 17 counties with an 

underserved veteran population of over 28,000 and a secondary service area of seven counties with 

over 14,000 veterans.  Of the 24 counties served by the project, the largest concentration of veterans 

are in Warren county at nearly 8,000. (C-O) 

  

2 Nurse Call System  $1,550,000 

 KDVA is in need of replacement of the nurse on-call system for three of its facilities, Thomson Hood, 

Eastern KY Veterans Center, and Western KY Veterans Center. A nurse on call system is a health, safety, 

and welfare issue that provides for patient safety. A nurse call system is required for nursing home 

facilities pursuant to  certain federal/state regulations and statutes. Failure to have and maintain an 

operational system has a possibility of creating a health, safety, and welfare risk to the resident, 

increased liability to the Commonwealth, and potential for facility closure, which would mandate 

relocation of all veterans to other long-term care facilities thereby disrupting the lives of the veteran 

residents. The current system is failing as evidenced by experiencing occasional outages of hall call 

lights over resident room doorways, intermittent continuous call alert anomalies, and intermittent 

audio availability. Also due to the age of the current system and advancement of new technology, the 

call system is original installation equipment which means for some facilities that it is 25 years old. As 

with most antiquated systems, spare parts are virtually nonexistent and any needed repairs are “work-

around”. Additionally, a new system is necessary to meet the resident safety needs and requirements. A 

new nurse on-call system would have a positive impact in the nursing home facility by increasing 

resident safety, reducing response time, and creating efficiencies for staff. (IT) 

  

3 Thomson-Hood Veterans Center 2 Unit Renovation  $6,740,000  

 Conversion of two wings of the facility to a community living concept model in which residents live as 

close as possible as they would in their own homes. Private rooms and centralized meal preparation 

areas, amongst other things, are aspects of the community living concept, which is now a requirement 

for construction of new nursing homes within the VA grant-supported system. (C-PI)  

  


